
 
 

 
 

HIT ENTERTAINMENT’S ANGELINA BALLERINA™ STARS OF TOMORROW PROGRAM 
PARTNER WITH ABT PRINCIPAL DANCER MICHELE WILES AND ABT SOLOIST CRAIG SALSTEIN 

TO “BREAK THE BALLET RECORD” IN CENTRAL PARK, AUGUST 2ND 
 

Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club In Partnership With Angelina Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow Program to be 
Beneficiary of Guinness World Records Attempt For Most Ballerinas En Pointe 

 
New York, NY – July 21, 2010 - HIT Entertainment is pleased to announce that Angelina Ballerina™ will be lending 
her support to hundreds of ballerinas in Central Park on August 2nd, in a Guinness World Records attempt for “Most 
Ballerinas En Pointe” at one time.  Ballet dancers age 13 and up are invited to be part of this record-breaking event, 
called “Break the Ballet Record”, to support awareness for dance.  Proceeds from the gathering will benefit the Kips 
Bay Boys & Girls Club performing arts program, a partner of the newly launched Angelina Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow 
(AB Stars) campaign that promotes the joys and benefits of dance for children around the world. 
 
The goal of the campaign is to assemble 1,000 ballerinas from around the country to join together at the Bandshell in 
New York City’s Central Park (mid-park, 66th -77th Streets) on August 2nd and stand en pointe for one minute at 6:30 
PM.  The current record stands at 220 dancers.  Participating dancers are encouraged to donate $10 with 100% of 
their donations going to the Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club dance program in partnership with the AB Stars program.   
 
Angelina Ballerina will be present at the event alongside AB Stars dancers from the Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club to 
support to the ballerinas.  Some of ballet’s most elite dancers will join the attempt to break the world record, including 
ABT Principal Dancer Michele Wiles who will serve as the event’s host, and ABT Soloist Craig Salstein who will direct 
the dancers in dance steps leading up to the moment they stand en pointe.  In addition, participants from the Kips 
Bay Boys & Girls Club AB Stars program will perform with Angelina Ballerina and host an Angelina Ballerina-themed 
children’s activity area during the event. 
 
“Break the Ballet Record” is being organized and presented by husband and wife team Gene and Ellen Shiavone, 
longtime supporters of dance in New York City and around the country.  Gene Shiavone is a professional 
photographer specializing in dance, and his clients include American Ballet Theatre (ABT), Boston Ballet, Mariinsky 
Theater and Bolshoi Ballet.  Ellen Schiavone has been involved with ABT since 1985, first as a volunteer, then as the 
Chairman of the Golden Circle Council, has served on ABT’s Board of Trustees and is currently head of the Costume 
Fund which has raised over one million dollars to refurbish and replace costumes. 
 



 
 

“We are both avid supporters of ballet as an art form, and we are thrilled about our partnership with the Angelina 
Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow Program and its goal to provide an introduction to the benefits of dance for children 
through the Boys and Girls Clubs,” said Gene Schiavone. 
 
“The Angelina Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow Program is excited to be part of this record-breaking attempt.  More than 
breaking a world record, we are thrilled to see hundreds of dancers come together in support of raising awareness 
for dance,” said E.J. Minor, Vice President, Marketing, Retail and Creative Services, HIT Entertainment.  “We are 
grateful for the support that the dancers are giving to the Angelina Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow Program and our 
partner, the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club. This effort will surely help to inspire young dancers to achieve their dancing 
dreams.”   
 
Launched last fall, the Angelina Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow program was developed to raise awareness for the 
benefits of dance, including building confidence, inspiring creativity and promoting physical health, and subsequently 
provide access and opportunities to kids ages 5 to 12 seeking dance education.  During the past year, students at the 
Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club were offered Angelina Ballerina Dance Classes in Ballet, Hip Hop, Latin, and African dance 
with Angelina Ballerina in-class materials like “Angelina Ballerina’s Tip of the Week”, classroom posters, nutrition and 
recipe information, choreography and videos. The program will roll out to at least three additional cities by Fall 2010.  
 
To register to participate in Break the Ballet Record, visit: http://tinyurl.com/balletrecord 
 
For more information about Break the Ballet Record, please visit: www.principaldancer.com 
 
For more information about the Angelina Ballerina Stars of Tomorrow program, visit: 
www.angelinaballerina.com/usa/stars.asp 
 
About Angelina Ballerina™ 
Angelina Ballerina, a beloved publishing property for close to three decades, is a little star with big dreams of becoming a prima 
ballerina.  This feisty little mouse works hard to reach her goals and along the way, always learns from her mistakes. When little 
girls share in Angelina’s experiences, they’re inspired to go after their big dreams too.  In addition to the critically acclaimed story 
books created by Katharine Holabird and Helen Craig, Angelina Ballerina dances her way into the hearts of young girls on PBS 
KIDS® in the CG-animated series, Angelina Ballerina The Next Steps.  For more information about Angelina Ballerina, please visit 
www.angelinaballerina.com.    
  
About HIT Entertainment  
HIT Entertainment is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio 
includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ 
and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Chapman Entertainment’s Fifi and the Flowertots™ and Roary the Racing Car™ in North 
America, as well as Wallace & Gromit™, Shaun the Sheep™, Timmy Time™ and Aardman Classics from Aardman Animations.  
HIT also acts as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video 
production, content distribution, publishing, consumer products licensing and live events and has operations in the UK, US, 
Canada, Hong Kong and Japan.   HIT is a part-owner of US-based preschool channel, PBS KIDS SproutSM, and international 
preschool channel JimJam, (outside of the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 
Noelle Dong \ HIT Entertainment PR 
T: (646) 467-5336 \ ndong@hitentertainment.com 
 
 
 
 


